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YEAR 7&8   

C: These books are suitable for more confident readers. 

(All books, apart from those highlighted, are stocked in the school library for you to 

borrow.) 

Jelly by Jo Cotterill. 

Jelly, aged 11, is the life and soul of the classroom. She's popular and great at doing 

impressions. She's also overweight. She's learned to deal with the put-downs by brushing 

them off and pretending she finds it all very funny - while making up poems and writing her 

private worries in a notebook.Then Lennon arrives, Mum's new boyfriend. He's nice. He 

treats her mum well, buys her flowers, doesn't let her down. He's the first person to have 

noticed that Jelly is playing a part. He reads her poems and tells her they're really good. In 

fact, he'd like to set one to music. When a talent show is announced at school, Lennon 

persuades Jelly sing her poem in the contest. But can Jelly find the courage to perform 

something so personal - especially when Lennon might not always be there to cheer her on? 

The Crossover by Kwame Alexander 

12-year-old Josh and his twin Jordan have basketball in their blood. They’re kings of the 

court, star players for their school team. Their father used to be a champion player and they 

each want nothing more than to follow in his footsteps. 

Both on and off the court, there is conflict and hardship which will test Josh’s bond with his 

brother. In this heartfelt novel in verse, the boys find that life doesn’t come with a play-book 

and it's not all about winning. 

 

Cherry Crush, the chocolate box girls by Cathy Cassidy. 12+ 

She and Dad are moving to Somerset where a new mum and a bunch of brand-new sisters 
await. And on Cherry's first day there she meets Shay Fletcher - the kind of boy who should 
carry a government health warning. But Shay already has a girlfriend, Cherry's new 
stepsister, Honey. Cherry knows her friendship with Shay is dangerous - it could destroy 
everything. But that doesn't mean she's going to stay away from him.. 

1st in this 5 book Cherry Crush series. 

 

The Gifted, The Talented and Me. 12+ 

Fifteen-year-old Sam is not a famous vlogger, he's never gone viral, and he doesn't want to 
be the Next Big Thing. In fact he's ordinary and proud of it. None of which was a problem until 
Dad got rich and Mum made the whole family move to London. Now Sam's off to the North 
London Academy for the Gifted and Talented, where everyone's busy planning Hollywood 
domination or starting alt-metal psychedelica crossover bands. Sam knows he'll never 
belong, even if he wanted to. And that's before he ends up on stage wearing nothing but a fur 
onesie .. 



Angel Cake by Cathy Cassidy. 

Anya used to dream of moving to Britain to start a brand-new life. But as she sits in a school 
where nobody understands her, she dreams of Polish summer skies and the place where she 
once belonged. Then Anya meets bad boy Dan. He's no angel, but she's sure there's a 
sweeter side to him. And when things begin to fall apart, Anya realizes she's not alone - how 
can Dan be such bad news when being with him feels like heaven? 

 

 

Wonder by R.J.Palacio 

'My name is August. I won't describe what I look like. Whatever you're thinking, it's probably 
worse.' 
Auggie wants to be an ordinary ten-year-old. He does ordinary things - eating ice cream, 
playing on his Xbox. He feels ordinary - inside. But ordinary kids don't make other ordinary 
kids run away screaming in playgrounds. Ordinary kids aren't stared at wherever they go. 
Born with a terrible facial abnormality, Auggie has been home-schooled by his parents his 
whole life. Now, for the first time, he's being sent to a real school - and he's dreading it. All he 
wants is to be accepted - but can he convince his new classmates that he's just like them, 
underneath it all? 

 

Mates Dates and Inflatable bras by Cathy Hopkins. 12+ 

Izzie has become friends with the glamorous Nesta, and Lucy isn't certain she likes a 
threesome. Nesta and Izzie lo. Suddenly she has to make all sorts of decisions including 
what she wants to be. And it seems that everyone else knows who and what she wants to be 
except her. 

1st in the 18 book Mates, Dates series. 

 

Grayhound of a girl by Roddy Doyle. 

12 year old Mary's beloved grandmother is near the end of her life. Letting go is hard - until 
Granny's long-dead mammy appears. Her ghost has returned to help her dying daughter say 
goodbye to the ones she loves. But first she needs to take them all on a road trip to the past. 
A GREYHOUND OF A GIRL is a perfectly-pitched, funny and tender tale about four 
generations of an Irish family, and the special bonds between mothers and daughters. 

 

The key to flambards by Linda Newbery12+ 

It’s been a year of dramatic changes for Grace. She must now start to move on, accepting 
her parents’ divorce and adjusting to her life with a prosthetic limb, following a car accident 
which resulted in a lower leg amputation. This summer, she’s reluctantly left her home and 
best friend to spend the holidays at Flambards, a quiet countryside arts centre, where her 
mum is trying to breathe some life into a struggling business. Flambards is a stately home 
with some serious history – and Grace’s family are direct descendants of the Russell family 
who used to own it. As she gradually gets to know the locals, she uncovers some mysterious 
secrets buried in the house’s past. It’s a summer that will slowly change Grace’s feelings 
about her past, her future and her very place in the world. 

 



Unhooking the Moon by Gregory Hughes. 

Meet the Rat: A dancing, football-playing gangster-baiting ten-year-old. When she foresaw 

her father's death, she picked up her football and decided to head for New York. Meet her 

older brother Bob: Protector of the Rat, but more often her follower, he is determined to find 

their uncle in America and discover a new life for them both. On their adventures across the 

flatlands of Winnipeg and through the exciting streets of New York, Bob and the Rat make 

friends with a hilarious con man and a famous rap star, and escape numerous dangers. But 

is their Uncle a rich business man, or is the word on the street, that he something more 

sinister, true? And will they ever find him? 

 

A Monster Calls by Patrick Ness12+ 

Conor has the same dream every night, ever since his mother first fell ill, ever since she 

started the treatments that don't quite seem to be working. But tonight is different. Tonight, 

when he wakes, there's a visitor at his window. It's ancient, elemental, a force of nature. And 

it wants the most dangerous thing of all from Conor. It wants the truth. 

 

 

When the mountains roared by Jess Butterworth. 

When Ruby's dad uproots her from Australia to set up a hotel in the mountains of India, Ruby 
is devastated. Not only are they living in a run-down building in the middle of the wilderness 
surrounded by scorpions, bears and leopards, but Ruby is sure that India will never truly feel 
like home - not without her mum there. Ever since her mum died, Ruby has been afraid. Of 
cars. Of the dark. Of going to sleep and never waking up. But then the last remaining 
leopards of the mountain are threatened and everything changes. Ruby vows to do all she 
can to protect them - if she can only overcome her fears... 

 

The Lie Tree by Francis Hardinge 12+ C 

Faith's father has been found dead under mysterious circumstances, and as she is searching 
through his belongings for clues she discovers a strange tree. The tree only grows healthy 
and bears fruit if you whisper a lie to it. The fruit of the tree, when eaten, will deliver a hidden 
truth to the person who consumes it. The bigger the lie, the more people who believe it, the 
bigger the truth that is uncovered. The girl realizes that she is good at lying and that the tree 
might hold the key to her father's murder, so she begins to spread untruths far and wide 
across her small island community. But as her tales spiral out of control, she discovers that 
where lies seduce, truths shatter .  

 

The weight of water by Sarah Crossan. 

Armed with a suitcase and an old laundry bag, Kasienka and her mother head for England. 
Yet Kasienka’s new life feels cold and lonely. At home her mother’s heart is breaking. At 
school, friends are scarce. But when someone special swims into her life, Kasienka learns 
that there might be more than one way for her to stay afloat… Both stark and lyrical, The 
Weight of Water is a startlingly original piece of fiction: a story of growing up, of feeling 
alienated and lost, and of what it is like to start a new life in a country where nobody knows 
you. Kasienka’s story will take you deep into the secret thoughts of a remarkable girl who 
shows how quiet courage prevails. 



 

I capture the Castle by Dodie Smith 12+ C 

Cassandra Mortmain lives with her bohemian and impoverished family in a crumbling castle 
in the middle of nowhere. Her journal records her life with her beautiful, bored sister, Rose, 
her fading glamorous stepmother, Topaz, her little brother Thomas and her eccentric novelist 
father who suffers from a financially crippling writer's block. However, all their lives are turned 
upside down when the American heirs to the castle arrive and Cassandra finds herself falling 

in love for the first time. 

 

No Fixed Address by Susin Neilson. 

Felix Knutsson is nearly thirteen, lives with his mother and pet gerbil Horatio, and is brilliant at 
memorising facts and trivia. So far, pretty normal. But Felix and his mom Astrid have a secret: 
they are living in a van. Astrid promises it’s only for a while until she finds a new job, and 
begs Felix not to breathe a word about it. So when Felix starts at a new school, he does his 
very best to hide the fact that most of his clothes are in storage, he only showers weekly at 
the community centre, and that he doesn’t have enough to eat. When his friends Dylan and 
Winnie ask to visit, Felix always has an excuse. But Felix has a plan to turn his and Astrid’s 
lives around: he’s going to go on his favourite game show Who, What, Where, When and win 
the cash prize. All he needs is a little luck and a lot of brain power. 

 

Dandelion Clocks by Rebecca Westcott. 

Liv takes us on a journey through her life from "Thirteen Weeks Before" to "Six Months After". 
We discover Liv's passion for photography, her brother's obsession with sticking to the rules, 
the stupidity of Moronic Louise at school, and how the family copes as Mum's terminal illness 
takes hold . . . Guided by Mum's own childhood diaries, Liv finds a new way to live. This book 
is real, funny, utterly touching and absolutely heartwarming. Despite the sadness at the heart 
of the story, every reader will laugh and keep on turning the pages. 

 

Ella on the outside by Cath Howe 

Ella is the new girl at school. She doesn't know anyone and she doesn't have any friends. 
And she has a terrible secret. Ella can't believe her luck when Lydia, the most popular girl in 
school, decides to be her new best friend - but what does Lydia really want? And what does it 
all have to do with Molly, the quiet, shy girl who won't talk to anyone? A gripping story of 
secrets, lies and friendship. 

 

Noughts and Crosses by Malorie Blackman 12+ 

'Stop it! You're all behaving like animals! Worse than animals - like blankers!' Sephy is a 
Cross: she lives a life of privilege and power. But she's lonely, and burns with injustice at the 
world she sees around her. Callum is a nought: he's considered to be less than nothing - a 
blanker, there to serve Crosses - but he dreams of a better life. They've been friends since 
they were children, and they both know that's as far as it can ever go. Noughts and Crosses 
are fated to be bitter enemies - love is out of the question. Then - in spite of a world that is 
fiercely against them - these star-crossed lovers choose each other. But this is love story that 
will lead both of them into terrible danger . . . and which will have shocking repercussions for 
generations to come. 

1st in the 5 book Noughts and Crosses series. 



Girls in Love by Jaqueline Wilson. 

Meet Ellie and her best friends Nadine and Magda, three teenage girls just starting Year Nine with 
a lot on their minds – mainly boys! Told in the bright, sparky and authentic voice of Ellie, Girls in 
Love is a funny, frank and revealing look at their friendships, problems and heartache. 

1st in the 4 book  Girls in love series. 

 

The illustrated Mum by Jaqueline Wilson 

Dolphin adores Marigold, her beautiful, vibrant mother.She’s not like the other mums. 
She has vivid tattoos all over her body, bright hair and wonderful clothes. But Dolphin’s sister, 
Star, feels differently. Marigold may look amazing, but living with her fiery, unpredictable 
moods can be hard. As much as the girls love Marigold, is she the right person to be looking 
after them 

 

The boy at the back of the class by Onjali Rauf 

There used to be an empty chair at the back of my class, but now a new boy called Ahmet is 
sitting in it. He's nine years old (just like me), but he's very strange. He never talks and never 
smiles and doesn't like sweets - not even lemon sherbets, which are my favourite! But then I 
learned the truth: Ahmet really isn't very strange at all. He's a refugee who's run away from a 
War. A real one. With bombs and fires and bullies that hurt people. And the more I find out 
about him, the more I want to help. That's where my best friends Josie, Michael and Tom 
come in. Because you see, together we've come up with a plan. . 

 

Don’t call me Ishmael by Michael Gerard 

Hounded by the school bully and struck dumb in the presence of girls, the year doesn't get off 
to a good start for Ishmael when he is asked to take misfit James Scobie under his wing. 
However, life takes some unexpected turns for Ishmael and his friends as they embark on the 
most embarrassingly awful...and best year of their lives. 

 

 

Life Interupted by Damian Kelleher. 12+ 

Luke's life is rudely interrupted when his mum, Pat, collapses at the hospital where she 
works. Thoughtful Luke, nearly 15, and his accident-prone younger brother Jesse each cope 
in their own ways. As time goes on it is clear Pat is not going to recover, and Luke's world 
rearranges itself, while friends and family rally round. 

 

 

The Lost diary of Sami Star by Karen McCombie. 

Being at home is hard for Hannah. With Mum, Dad and Vix always fighting they've got no 
time for her or her worries, she might as well be invisible. But when she finds an abandoned 
diary in the park containing snippets and photographs of the colourful life of the mysterious 
Sami Star, Hannah hopes she's found the real friend she always needed. Little does Hannah 
know Sami needs her too... A heart-warming story of finding friendship in the most unlikely of 
places. 



 

The It girl by Katy Birchall. 

Everybody wants to be a famous It Girl. Don't they? Anna Huntley's aims in life: 

1) To recreate famous film scenes with Dog (pet Labrador) such as the lift from The Lion King 
during that Circle of Life song. 

2) To not accidentally set Dputy Queen Bee, Josie Graham's, hair on fire. Again. 

3) To keep first and only school friends by not doing anything in usual manner of socially 
inept dork and outcast. 

4) To work out whether 1) and 2) constitute being socially inept - or outcastish. 

5) To hide in the cupboard FOR LIFE after her dad gets engaged to one of the most famous 
actresses EVER, the paparazzi move in and everyone in school (The World) is on the brink of 
discovering why no one wants to be friends with Anna .  

 

 

Geek Girl by Holly Smale 12+ 

“My name is Harriet Manners, and I am a geek.” 

Harriet Manners knows that a cat has 32 muscles in each ear, a “jiffy” lasts 1/100th of a 
second, and the average person laughs 15 times per day. She knows that bats always turn 
left when exiting a cave and that peanuts are one of the ingredients of dynamite. But she 
doesn’t know why nobody at school seems to like her. So when Harriet is spotted by a top 
model agent, she grabs the chance to reinvent herself. Even if it means stealing her best 
friend's dream, incurring the wrath of her arch enemy Alexa, and repeatedly humiliating 
herself in front of impossibly handsome model Nick. Even if it means lying to the people she 
loves.Veering from one couture disaster to the next with the help of her overly enthusiastic 
father and her uber-geeky stalker, Toby, Harriet begins to realise that the world of fashion 
doesn't seem to like her any more than the real world did. As her old life starts to fall apart, 
will Harriet be able to transform herself before she ruins everything. 

1st in the 7 book Geek Girl Series. 

 

My sister lives on the Mantelpiece by Annabel Pitcher 

Five years ago, Jamie's sister, Rose, was blown up by a terrorist bomb. His family is torn 
apart by their grief. His mum runs away. His dad turns to drink and hate. Rose's surviving 
twin sister Jasmine stops eating, gets piercings and dyes her hair pink - anything to look 
different to her twin. But Jamie hasn't cried in all that time. To him, Rose is just a distant 
memory. Jamie is far more interested in his cat, Roger, his Spiderman T-shirt, and his deep 
longing and unshakeable belief that his Mum will come back to the family she walked out on 
months ago. But moving away for a Fresh New Start introduces Jamie to something else very 
interesting - a girl named Sunya. Sunya is bright, exciting and fun, and the one person at 
school he can call a friend. But how far can this new friendship grow when Jamie is 
desperate that his dad doesn't find out? 

 

 

 



 

Girl online by Zoe Sugg 12+ 

I have this dream that, secretly, all teenage girls feel exactly like me. And maybe one day, 
when we realize that we all feel the same, we can all stop pretending we're something we're 
not... But until that day, I'm going to keep it real on this blog and keep it unreal in real life. 

Penny has a secret. Under the alias Girl Online, Penny blogs her hidden feelings about 
friendship, boys, high school drama, her crazy family, and the panic attacks that have begun 
to take over her life. When things go from bad to worse, her family whisks her away to New 
York, where she meets Noah, a gorgeous, guitar-strumming American. Suddenly Penny is 
falling in love - and capturing every moment of it on her blog. But Noah has a secret, too, one 
that threatens to ruin Penny's cover - and her closest friendship - forever. 

 

Are you there God, it’s me Margaret by Judy Blume. 

Life isn't easy for Margaret. She's moved away from her childhood home, she's starting a new 
school, finding new friends and she's convinced she's not normal. For a start she hasn't got a 
clue whether she wants to be Jewish like her father or Christian like her mother. Everyone 
else seems really sure of who they are. And, worst of all, she's a 'late developer'. She 
just knows that all her friends are going to need a bra before she does. It's too embarrassing 
to talk to her parents about these things. So she talks to God instead - and waits for an 
answer . . . 

 

Boys on the brain by Jean Ure 

Cresta's diary starts: "My mum! She has boys on the brain!" She and Charlie are seriously 
embarrassed by their parents who insist on behaving like teenagers. The girls are serious 
about their schoolwork and their careers—and they are not going to waste their time thinking 
about boys! 

 

 

Five Feet apart by Rachael Lippincott. 12+ 

 

Stella Grant likes to be in control - even though her totally out of control lungs have sent her 

in and out of the hospital most of her life. At this point, what Stella needs to control most is 

keeping herself away from anyone or anything that might pass along an infection and 

jeopardize the possibility of a lung transplant. Six feet apart. No exceptions. The only 

thing Will Newman wants to be in control of is getting out of this hospital. He couldn’t care 

less about his treatments, or a fancy new clinical drug trial. Soon, he’ll turn eighteen and then 

he’ll be able to unplug all these machines and actually go see the world, not just its hospitals. 

Will’s exactly what Stella needs to stay away from. If he so much as breathes on Stella she 

could lose her spot on the transplant list. Either one of them could die. The only way to stay 

alive is to stay apart. But suddenly six feet doesn’t feel like safety. It feels like punishment. 

What if they could steal back just a little bit of the space their broken lungs have stolen from 

them? Would five feet apart really be so dangerous if it stops their hearts from breaking too? 

 

 



 

Jane Austen Stole my Boyfriend by Cora Harrison 

Jane wants to meet a hero worthy of her extraordinary imagination: a gentleman who is 

dashing and daring and handsome and brave; who can dance like a viscount and duel like a 

king. Jane and Jenny are whiling away the season in Bath and there are plenty of dances, 

rumours and scandals to entertain them. But a good reputation, once lost, is gone forever; 

and Jane is in danger of becoming the talk of the town for all the wrong reasons. 

 

Dork Diaries: Tales from a not so fabulous life by Rachel Renne Russell 

New school. New Crush. New mean girl. New diary, so Nikki can spill all about it! 

Nikki Maxwell has never been popular but now she’s started at a new school, she’s hoping to 

leave her old dorky ways behind! Follow Nikki's adorkable life through sketches, doodles and 

diary entries as she spills all the details of her not-so-fabulous life full of BFF drama, hopeless 

crushes and an extremely cringe-worthy family! 

1st book in the 17 book Dork Diaries series. 

 

Saffy’s Angel by Hilary McKay. 

After Saffron discovers that she's adopted, life is never quite the same. Her artistic parents 

and doting siblings adore her, but Saffy wants a piece of her past. So when her grandfather 

bequests a stone angel to her, Saffy knows she has to find it. Realising that her childhood in 

Siena holds the key, she stows away on a car trip to Italy. 

1st in the Carson Family 7 book series. 


